
and a few other goodies



About Us

Eric Huber 
● 25 years as a graphic designer for 

small businesses to Fortune 100 
companies as well as international 
companies (Tyson, Eureka Springs 
Tourism Commission)

● 18 years Marketing, advertising, 
as well as graphic design

● Art Degree from Hendrix College 
● Award winning designs
● Board Member and part-time 

Instructor for the New Design 
School



About Us

Collin Condray
● 16 years experience in

 web development
● Web developer
● Programmer
● Retail data analysis for

 multi- billion dollar companies
 (3M and Tyson)

● Social media marketing  
○ Agency experience with 

Collective Bias and Saatchi X  
○ Local speaker at University of 

Arkansas, JBU, & Webster 
University



About Us

Morgan Bibbs 

Art Director

Morgan has been a passionate 
student of design at the University of 
Arkansas (UA). 
She is one of our WordPress fanatics 
and uses Photoshop to design as 
well as codes and integrates 
functionality for the best user 
interface experience.
She also handles our print graphic 
design and book layouts.



Our Zoo Crew

From Left: Collin, Morgan, Eric, Megan, 
Whitney, Brad, Dianne and Gabriel
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A Moment About Design
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What Makes Great Design?

● Catches attention
● Communicates 
● Inspires action

Additionally, it's 
easy to...

● Use
● Read
● Understand



What's Old 
is New
David Ogilvy's company spent millions 
in research that was proven to work. 

● Imagery
● Copywriting
● Design

 

Resources:

● David Ogilvy, Ogilvy & Mather
● Jakob Nielsen, UseIt.com
● Rosser Reeves, Reality in 

Advertising

Don't reinvent the wheel!



Above the 'Fold' Fallacy

It's true. 80% of users don’t 
scroll.

Implications:

● Most important info 
above 800 pixels

● People WILL scroll if it’
s worth it.

● ‘Reward’ scrollers 
with something good 
at the bottom of the 
page

● Many sites have 
higher conversion 
rates at the BOTTOM!



Tricks and Tips

● Orange buttons
● Color for tone and 

psychology
● Images that elicit an 

emotional response
● Navigation Madness 

- Use common 
words. Don’t make 
them think

● Awards vs Profits 
and Goals

● Call-to-Action
Quit Monkeying Around! 

Join the Zoo.



WEBTRENDS



Responsive Design

Pixel Layout is Dead.

Designs must adapt to any 
device a person may be 
using. And the list of 
devices is growing. 
Not only do people view 
on computers, but 
smartphones, game 
systems, browser enabled 
televisions and even 
refrigerator panels.



Redesign for Retina

Raster, meet Vector

Apple's Retina display 
has made pixels hard 
to manage in photos. 
As the 'monitor' 
improves, 
imperfections show 
more clearly. People 
will then look for sites 
where the quality is 
obviously better.



UX and Information Infrastructure

Sliders as Pages

As we vie for people's short 
attention spans, the rise of 
sliders as tours or even 
complete pages come into 
play. Additionally, fixed 
menu systems will return 
enabling people to navigate 
wherever they may roam.



Long Live the King 

More Zoo Animals

Google rolled out Penguin 
2.0 in May this year. About 
2.3% of English-US queries 
were affected and targeted 
SPAM sites. 

One thing is certain: solid, 
well written copy that 
educates, informs and is 
relevant to the site will win.



Bigger is Better (so we hear)

Speed meets attention

With internet speeds 
increasing, websites are 
displaying much larger full 
screen images as well as 
taking headlines and copy 
up in size. This trend looks 
to be thriving and is a mix 
between posters and old 
newspaper headlines.



Social Sharing "Like" Crazy

Beyond the "Like"

Once upon a time, there 
was a book called the "Kelly 
Blue Book" that allowed 
you, for a price, to see 
reviews on cars. Today, 
we're able to comment and 
share our experiences. 
This will become more 
integrated in websites 
and mobile.



Learning on Your Time Table

You Can Lead a Human to 
Water and They Will Drink

Web and Social education 
will rise and those who prove 
their effectiveness will stand 
out among all others. People, 
and managers, want to learn 
on their own or have a low 
cost way to train.



Shifting Perspective of the World

Imagination vs Knowledge

The sky is the limit, from 
Google Glasses, to 3D 
Printers that can replicate 
themselves, new ways of 
mixing technology with 
reality will be evolving.

Stand by. It's just going to get 
weirder and weirder.



Much More in the Wind



RESPONSIVE DESIGN



Elements of Responsive Design

● Themes 
● CSS
● Fonts
● Images
● Testing Your Site



Responsive Themes

● Wordpress has  346 
responsive themes 
out of 1,894

● Be careful of 
customization

● Look For:
"flexible width"



CSS for responsive layouts

● Fluid Layout Width
● Media Queries
● The information in a query only 

overwrites what you specify. 
● Use percentages for all x 

(horizontal) values

#maincontent {
width:65%; <!-- 624px at 960px page width -->
}

#sidebar {
width:30%; <!-- 288px at 960px page width -->
}

#headline {
font-size: 1em;
font-weight:normal;
color: #fff;
}

@media screen and (max-width:768px) {

#headline {
font-size:2em;
}

}



Font Size and Weight
● 16px = 1em
● Ultra Light fonts don't size down well....
● Giant headlines don't look good on a mobile screen...



Dynamic Images

● Make sure your pictures scale with your site.

#image {
width:100%;
}

All it takes:



Test Your Site!

● Responsive Design View

Firefox Developer Tools

● Responsive Inspector

Chrome Extension

● Responsive Resize

Safari Extension



Last Notes on Design
Capture attention, communicate, tell a 
story and inspire action.



Questions?



Eric Huber | eric@bluezoocreative.com
Morgan Bibbs | morgan@bluezoocreative.com



Resources

● http://mashable.com/2013/01/04/web-design-trends-2013/
● http://www.hongkiat.com/blog/web-design-trend-2013/
● http://www.awwwards.com/10-web-design-trends-for-2013.html


